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Emmaus CAT Prayer 

 

Meet us, Lord, on the road to Emmaus, 
Guide us on the path toward our 

destination, And renew our strength as 
we continue to walk and commune 

with you. Open our eyes, so we can see 
the signs of your presence around us; 
Open our hearts, so we may receive 

your peace and love; and empower us 
to pass on to others the grace you have 

shared with us so freely. 
 

Amen. 

⚫ Humility ⚫ Faithfulness ⚫ Service 
 

Over the academic year we have had many opportunities to celebrate our 

Catholic faith. At the beginning of July we celebrated a very special 

Emmaus CAT inaugural End of Year Mass which took place at St Patrick’s 

RC Church in Collyhurst. An event which saw us come together as a 

community and celebrate as one organisation serving the Diocese of 

Salford and Catholic education across Greater Manchester. 

 

This month we were also extremely proud that two of our young teachers, 

Miss McLaughlin and Mr Dreniw from St Kentigern’s RC Primary School 

had the unique opportunity to visit Rome on a pilgrimage of Hope, 

representing not only St Kentigern’s but Emmaus CAT and the Diocese of 

Salford. Read about this, and more, in this summer edition. 

JOURNEY WITH EMMAUS CAT… 
Welcome to our newsletter ISSUE NO 17 JULY 2025 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

begins, we will continue to pray for our children 

as they continue to share their gifts and talents.  

 

being asked to formally collaborate to ensure we 

have great Catholic education for years to come. 

By coming part of a healthy Catholic organisation, a 

family of Catholic schools working as one 

organisation, as Emmaus Catholic Academy Trust.  

 

We would like to thank you all for journeying with 

us, helping us shape Catholic education for the 

future, whilst ensuring we collaborate and align on 

the sensible things as one organisation and 

recognising the importance of each school serving 

their local parish and community.  

 

We thank you all for your continued support as we 

all journey with Emmaus CAT to rebuild the church 

for future generations. 

 

Yours sincerely  

 

Daniel Copley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

season 

Dear Colleagues, 

Throughout this academic year, we have seen the 

power of mission as one Catholic family of schools 

together on a journey of faith. 

In this jubilee year, as Pilgrims of Hope, we have 

witnessed every Catholic school and community 

humbly making Christ known to all people. Our 

schools are quietly and faithfully assisting parents 

and carers in the education and religious formation 

of our pupils. Our communities serving their local 

church, the Diocese of Salford, and the family home. 

We have witnessed our pupils and staff serving 

society as one Catholic voice across Greater 

Manchester. 

We have lived out our habitual virtues of humility, 

faithfulness, and service every day across the 

Emmaus CAT footprint. 

Staff and pupils from the 27 schools across Emmaus 

CAT came together with the central team at St. 

Patrick’s RC Church in Collyhurst to celebrate the 

inaugural Emmaus CAT end-of-year Mass. Prior to 

the mass, pupils from across Emmaus decorated a 

school cross with photographs of pupils from their 

school to ensure that as many pupils as possible were 

represented at the mass. 

The beautifully decorated crosses formed part of the 

procession into church, taking centre stage and pride 

of place around the altar during Mass. Canon Paul 

Daly, who led us all in the celebration of mass, 

blessed each and every cross before they were 

returned to their individual schools. Moving forward, 

these crosses will be used as the centre piece for both 

school and central celebrations. 

The Mass was a truly joyful event, with children and 

staff from across the Emmaus CAT community 

coming together to celebrate our faith and service. 

The school choir and band from St. Matthew’s RC 

High School in Moston played and sang beautifully, 

with children from a number of our primary schools 

delivering readings with confidence and grace. We 

look forward to coming together again next year with 

more children and staff from across our community. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you 

all for your continued hard work and commitment to 

Catholic education and for your support and 

collegiality. You should all be incredibly proud of 

everything you have achieved this academic year 

and the positive impact on the lives of the pupils in 

our schools. 

We wish everyone a safe, restful, and joyful summer 

break. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Daniel Copley 

CSEL/CEO 

 



 

  

Jubilee Year: Pilgrims of Hope 

As part of the Jubilee Year of Hope, two aspiring and 

talented young teachers from St Kentigern’s RC 

Primary school, Miss McLaughlin and Mr Dreniw have 

been given the once in a lifetime opportunity to 

represent St Kentigern’s, Emmaus CAT and the 

Diocese of Salford as part of a pilgrimage of Hope to 

Rome.  

This unique and exciting opportunity was not only a 

time to reflect and spend time in prayer, but a life 

changing event which offered profound experiences to 

reconnect, reflect and renew their spiritual purpose. A 

journey which will ultimately benefit the children and 

community of St Kentigern’s RC Primary School and 

Emmaus CAT as a whole. 

One of the most memorable events of the trip, and one 

neither will forget, will have been the incredible honour 

of meeting Pope Leo XIV at the Vatican, an experience 

filled with warmth, humility and honour. His presence 

was deeply moving, and his words will have made a 

lasting imprint on their hearts. 

Other unique experiences included the sacred honour 

of walking through the Holy Door of Hope at St Mary 

Major and the blessed opportunity to celebrate Mass 

and receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation at the 

Basilica; visiting the Palazzola and the Apostolic 

Palace and Gardens at Castel Gandolfo where they 

could spend time in prayer with fellow young teachers 

from across the British Isles; a visit to St Paul’s where 

they had the  opportunity to go up the Holy Stairs on 

their knees, not an easy feat but one which was 

extremely rewarding and demonstrated their faith in 

action and visit the WWII Commonwealth Cemetery 

and walk through the ancient streets and ruins of 

Pompeii. All moving and memorable experiences. 

One of the most touching moments of the trip came 

when they visited the tomb of Pope Francis, standing 

in silence before the resting place of a pope who 

profoundly shaped our time. 

These young teachers visited the heart of where the 

Catholic church began and were reminded of the 

journey of faith that we are all taking. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Girls’ football triumph! 

This summer, St Stephen’s incredible Year 5 and 6 girls’ football team had the honour of 

representing Manchester City in the nationwide Premier League Girls Tournament Finals! The 

team showcased their skills on the big stage at Wolves’ Molineux Stadium, playing with 

passion, perseverance, and true team spirit. 

While they didn’t take home the trophy, their performance was nothing short of inspiring - a 

shining example of dedication and teamwork. St Stephen’s couldn’t be prouder of this 

amazing group of girls. What a phenomenal achievement! 

 

 

St Stephen’s RC Primary School 

 

St Anne’s RC Voluntary Academy 
 

 

Anne’s incredibly proud included, ‘students’ behaviour was exemplary’ and that they were ‘safe, secure and happy’ 

to be at St Anne’s, he commented that the ‘teaching in Religious Education is strong’ and where ‘student 

achievements are celebrated’. Referring to the staff, the lead inspector said the ‘staff speak joyfully about the school’ 

and go the ‘extra mile’ for the students. St Anne’s will enjoy sharing the report when it becomes available. This is 

another milestone for St Anne’s community on its journey to become an outstanding Catholic school. 

Sacred Day 
St Anne’s Catholic life SACRED Day took place on Friday 27th June. The theme of the day was ‘Jubilee Year – Pilgrims 

of Hope’. This annual celebration of faith and Catholic identity is now fully embedded in the school. It was a wonderful 

day. Students had the opportunity to learn more about their Catholic ethos, reflect on the idea of pilgrimage and pray 

together. During the day, students listened to music from Chip K and The One Hope Project. Students also had the 

chance to take part in sessions led by Caritas, a charity that St Anne’s have supported this year in school, raising 

over £1000 for St Joseph’s Penny during Lent. Other sessions were led by the charity Christians in Schools and 

Catholic Youth evangelization team ‘Just Youth’. 

Homeless Jesus Sculpture 
Work is almost complete on the St Anne’s Homeless Jesus statue that has been created by the students, during 

SACRED Day 2 and in Art Club. The Homeless Jesus is a visual reflection on the parable of ‘The Sheep and the Goats.’ 

St Anne’s are now in the process of preparing a suitable place for the sculpture to be positioned in school. 

Castlerigg Retreat 
Mr Regan recently led 45 Year 8 students, three members of staff and two volunteers on a three-day residential at 

Castlerigg Retreat Centre near Keswick in the Lake District. The retreat involved team building, group work, creative 

tasks, prayer and reflection, the celebration of Mass, walks around the local countryside and exploring the town of 

Keswick. It was a wonderful time, and the group were blessed with fantastic weather. They are now already planning 

next year’s trip! 

 

Catholic Inspection 
St Anne’s were inspected by the Catholic Schools Inspectorate in June and a copy of the 

final report can be found here. Some words from the Lead Inspector that made all at St 

Anne’s incredibly 

https://stannes.academy/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/12.06.25.pdf


 
 

 

  

 

 

 

St Chad’s RC Primary School 
 

 

Mount Carmel RC Primary 

School 
 

A Show-Stopping Finale from Year 6 and Key Stage 2!   
 

This week, Mount Carmel’s Year 6 children - brilliantly supported by 

the rest of Key Stage 2 choir - brought the house down with two 

spectacular performances of Oliver with a Twist. Their final production 

of the term was nothing short of magical! The pupils wowed everyone 

with their superb singing, expressive acting, and energetic dancing. 

From cleverly designed costumes to beautifully crafted staging, every 

detail added to the wonder of the show. Huge congratulations to 

everyone involved - your talent, teamwork, and dedication made this 

an unforgettable end-of-term celebration. You truly lit up the stage and 

did yourselves proud!  

  

Fiver Challenge!   
 

Mount Carmel Year 6 pupils put their entrepreneurial hats on and took 

part in the final stages of the Fiver Challenge! Each team was given just 

£5 to start their own business, tasking them with everything from 

sourcing materials and designing logos, to creating eye-catching 

advertisements and finally launching their mini companies.  
 

The morning was a huge success, brimming with creativity, teamwork, 

and impressive business acumen. The children showcased fantastic 

initiative and flair throughout, with many groups even turning a profit!  
 

The money raised will go towards funding the end-of-year treats for 

Year 6 - so not only did they gain real-world experience, but they also 

helped create memories to finish their final week in style.  
 

Well done to all Mount Carmel’s budding entrepreneurs - you truly are 

CEOs in the making!  

 

Sports Week 
  

St Chad's held a Nerf Day as part of Sports Week. The 

event was extremely well organised and the children 

had a great time!  
 

Sacramental Programme  
 

For the first time in a few years, St Chad's children 

have had the opportunity to partake in the 

Sacramental Programme and children from Years 3 - 

6 will be making their First Reconciliation and First 

Holy Communion. We  pray that they and their 

families continue to grow in faith.   
 

 

 
 

 
 



  

  

As with other schools across the 

CAT, St Joseph’s recently received 

the anchor of Hope from St John 

Fisher RC Primary School as it 

continued on its journey around 

our CAT. A beautiful celebration 

took place with the school’s faith 

leaders as the anchor arrived at 

school. 

St Kentigern’s Mini Vinnie children planned the Crowning of 

Mary service The children were reverent and respectful. Thank 

you to the children that took part, and also to their families for 

their generosity in donating flowers for the services. 

 

Faith in Action 
It was a pleasure to welcome Bishop John to St Kentigern’s this 

term. Bishop John presented the Year 6 children with their pins 

and certificates for achieving the Faith in Action award. Faith is 

central to everything at St Kentigern’s, and everyone is 

extremely proud of their Year 6 pupils. 

St Joseph’s RC Primary School 
Anchor of Hope 

 

 

 

 

St Kentigern’s RC Primary School 
Crowning of Mary 

 

 
Clean Air Day 
This term, St Kentigern’s children 

participated in Clean Air Day: the purpose of 

this was to highlight the invaluable 

advantages of walking to school where 

possible. The children are working hard to be 

excellent global citizens and want to protect 

our environment and our health. 

 

 



 

 

 

  
St Anne’s school family came 

together in a celebration of 

diversity, unity, and pride in their 

rich cultural heritage, by 

celebrating ‘Many cultures, one 

community.’ 

The highlight of the week was a 

fabulous Fashion Show, where St 

Anne’s amazing children lit up the 

catwalk. 

The children proudly wore 

traditional clothing which 

represented their backgrounds 

and culture. 

The school also enjoyed a delicious 

food festival, which was a huge 

success thanks to the generosity of 

the school’s families. 

Culture Day 
Culture Day at Holy Family was a 

vibrant celebration of diversity and 

unity. Parents from Nigeria, 

Pakistan, India, Ireland, Poland and 

Great Britain visited the school to 

share the rich traditions of their 

countries. Children were captivated 

as they learned about different 

cultures and proudly wore 

traditional dress – it was a fantastic 

sight! 

 

Holy Family were also delighted to 

welcome Irish Dancers from St 

Mary’s RC Primary School in 

Failsworth, another Emmaus CAT 

school. The Dancers gave an 

outstanding performance that had 

everyone clapping along. Together, 

they decorated a tree to symbolise 

their shared responsibility to care 

for our common home, the earth. 

The day ended with a joyful 

gathering where families of all 

backgrounds came together to 

share traditional foods. It was a 

truly enriching experience for 

everyone involved. 

 

St Anne’s RC Primary School 

 
Many cultures, one community – a 

celebration to remember! 
 

 
The hall was filled with 

wonderful aromas and flavours 

from around the globe – a truly 

memorable occasion.  

The cultures of Africa, Colombia, 

China, Albania, Scotland, Italy, 

Vietnam, German, Iran, England, 

Poland, Pakistan, Ireland and 

India were celebrated: 

showcasing just how wonderfully 

diverse the community of St 

Anne’s RC Primary school really 

is. 

 

 

Holy Family RC Primary School 
 

  

 



 

  

 

 

St Christopher’s RC Primary School 
 

 

Year 6 Oldham Leavers Mass 

On Wednesday 25th June, over 350 children from the 

Oldham Catholic schools joined together for a shared 

Leavers Mass at St Mary's Church in Failsworth. This 

annual event is a celebration of all the children's services 

to their schools and to ask God for guidance on the next 

steps in their journey. It is hoped that the Mass next year 

will return to Salford Cathedral, once the renovation work 

is completed. 

 
Stay and Play with The Halle 

In June, the Year 4 children at St Edward's had the chance 

to play with the world-famous Halle Orchestra at the 

internationally renowned Bridgewater Hall. 35 guitarists 

from school played with children from across Oldham with 

the Halle. It was an amazing experience for the children 

and a chance to celebrate the work that they have done in 

their music curriculum with the support of Oldham Music 

Service this year.  

 

St Edward’s RC Primary 

School 
 

 

Summer Fair 

St Christopher’s Parent Teacher Association celebrated their school summer fair which was 

a fun filled celebration. There were so many stalls, bouncy castles, games and the most 

popular, which was soak the headteacher!  

 
 Local Charity Pledge Day 

As part of the ongoing Jubilee Year of Hope celebrations St Christopher’s Faith Leaders carried out a pledge day. 

The children organised a food gift day for their local charity, Pantry in the Park. The Faith leaders then delivered 

all the food to the charity.  

Colour Run 

This term St Christopher’s EYFS department organised a colour run to raise funds for the children’s unit at 

Tameside Children’s hospital, who came to pick up the cheque.  

 



 

  

Our Lady of the Rosary 

RC Primary School 
 

 

MND Fundraising 
Twelve members of staff from Our Lady of the Rosary came together 

to run the Manchester 10km for MND at the end of May, in support 

of one of the school’s year 6 families. Many of the school’s families 

supported them along the way. A staggering £4,240 was raised. 

 

Caritas Sleepout 
50 of Our Lady of the Rosary Year 5 and 6 children slept out all 

night in the Prayer Garden at the school to raise money and 

awareness for the homeless. Our Lady of the Rosary have set up a 

just giving page with all the money raised being donated to Caritas, 

Salford. 

 

Sport 
As the season came to a close, the Our Lady of the Rosary football 

team won their league and were unbeaten all season! The netball 

team have also won their league. Congratulation to all involved. 

 

 

St Mary’s RC Primary School, Stockport 

 

 
Faith in Action Awards 
 
St Mary’s year 5/6 pupils received their Faith in Action Awards from Father 

Marlor after Mass on 8th July. The award has encouraged the pupils to follow 

Jesus' example and to take this into their wider community. This is recognition 

of St Mary’s charity work and work in their local and global community this year. 

 

St Winifred’s RC Primary School, 

Stockport 
 

 
Prayer Garden  

 
It has been a joy to have a new Prayer Garden at St Winifred’s. Thanks 

to the parish, the school have been able to create a beautiful new 

outdoor space for children to reflect and pray. Classes are able to come 

together for Collective Worship. Recently, St Winifred’s invited their 

parishioners to come and listen to their choir sing in the Prayer Garden.   

 



 

       

St Antony’s Roman 

Catholic School 
 

 
St Antony’s Padel Team 
Exciting times for St Antony’s Padel Team! St Antony’s are 

thrilled to announce that their newly formed Padel team 

recently attended another invigorating coaching session in 

preparation for the upcoming tournament this July at Pure 

Padel! 

The competition will be hosted by the one and only Jason 

Manford and his JM Padel company. 

St Antony’s Budding Stars are already showcasing exceptional 

talent in this fast-growing sport, and we can’t wait to see what 

they achieve on the court! 

Let’s rally behind the team as they embark on this exciting 

journey! 

Beehive 

In the Beehive at St Matthew’s, mainstream planning is always 

adapted to meet the needs and offer the right level of support for 

their students.  

In English, Year 7 have been looking at the topic of Victorians. This 

learning has provided them with the background and context needed 

when they begin studying Victorian literature later in their learning 

journey. Furthermore, it will support them in understanding 

authorial intent as they progress through KS3.  

Students have developed a chronological understanding of when the 

Victorian era was. They have developed knowledge on living 

conditions for the poor Victorians and researched the contagious 

diseases and symptoms that came with them! Students studied a 

diary entry from a Victorian child and discovered what life was really 

like for the children who had to work in the factories!  

As a class, the students discussed the Industrial Revolution and 

began debating whether its impact was good or bad for Victorian 

Britain.  

Alongside their newly gained knowledge to deepen their 

contextualisation of Victorian Britain, the students have learned a 

whole variety of new vocabulary that will support their reading and 

writing skills. 

 

St Matthew’s RC High School 
 

 



 

  

Year 3 Activities 
This year, Year 3 children at St Dunstan’s have taken part in an 

exciting Food Discovery Programme! They explored a wide range 

St Dunstan’s RC Voluntary Academy 
 

 

St Mary’s RC Primary School,  

Failsworth 
 

 
Sporting Success 
St Mary’s Year 5 and 6 boys won the Oldham Premier 

League!  

 

St Mary’s talented netballers won the CFOS Rally – the 

second year running. Manchester Thunder’s Coach, Karen 

Grieg visited St Mary’s netballers. Her netball journey 

began when she was a pupil at St Mary’s! 

of food-related activities and investigations to learn about where 

their food comes from, how it is grown and how it tastes! 

 

The children worked closely with a farmer named Janine, who runs an all-natural 

farm that uses no pesticides or tractors. Everything grown on her farm is 

organic, and they even use pigs to plough the fields, no need for petrol-powered 

tractors! 

  

Excitingly, Year 3 went on a trip to Moss Lane Farm in Eccles. The children put 

on bee suits and got up close to working beehives, tasted local honey, planted 

onions and explored the world of mini beasts. There were many animals on the 

farm for the children to interact with, including sheep, horses and roosters. It 

was a truly exciting and memorable trip! 

 

After the trip to the farm, Janine came to the school where she brought in 

produce which was used to make and sell fruit kebabs, Greek trifles, nettle tea 

gifts, vegetable plants, butterfly fruit bags, seed kits for bee friendly plants and 

vegetables. The children got a chance to price up the goods and decide how 

much to sell them for to make a profit. Straight after school, Year 3 sold 

everything they prepared to the school community.  

 

All of that teamwork and maths skills was challenging work... which is why 

Janine came back to school a week later to celebrate with Year 3. The children 

spent the day preparing a feast which they enjoyed in the hall. They made 

salads, fruit medleys and coleslaw. It was the perfect end to their Food 

Discovery Journey! 

 

St Patrick’s RC Primary 

School, Oldham 
 

 
Romans 
St Patrick’s year 3 children have been learning about the Romans. 

Their work included a trip to Castleshaw, where they marched and 

defended themselves, just like the Romans did. Some children even 

carried on their own studies at home. Well done!  

 



 

  

St Edmund’s and St Patrick’s RC 

Primary Schools, Monsall and 

Collyhurst, Manchester 

Robinwood Trip 
Year 6 classes have been putting their Gospel Values and 

Life Skills into practice on their residential trip to 

Robinwood. The pupils worked well together over three 

days to problem solve and complete numerous 

challenges. They showed great perseverance to 

overcome their fears and created memories to last a 

lifetime! 

 

Art Gallery 
The Pupil Leadership Team proudly hosted their very first whole-school Art 

Gallery which was a wonderful celebration of creativity and talent across the 

school. Every pupil, from Nursery to Year 6, had the chance to select and 

showcase their favourite pieces of artwork from the academic year. The Junior 

Leadership Team and the Art Prefects led the planning, design, and delivery of 

the entire event — including inviting parents to attend and purchase framed 

pieces of their children's artwork, raising money for the school fund. Parents 

were delighted to see the children's creations and are now looking forward to 

displaying the beautifully framed artwork at home!      

 

St Margaret Mary’s RC Primary School 

Their school Eco Team and a member of staff submitted a Business Plan that included key roles such as Marketing 

Officer, Secretary, Sales Team, Stock Purchasers etc… Pupils applied for the roles and with training undertook them. 

Eco-Friendly, sample products ranging from washing liquid, fabric conditioner, fabric detergent, shampoo, hand-

wash and shower gel were ordered and tested amongst the school community with feedback taken. Following this 

marketing exercise the Pupil Profit Team ordered products that received positive feedback. Monthly sales of the 

products take place and have been positively received by pupils and families. 

Pupils have helped to raise awareness of the benefits of using refillable, environmentally friendly products, which 

reduce plastic waste. The group received a special invite to attend the Greater Manchester Green Summit in 

December at the Lowry Centre hosted by Mayor Andy Burnham. 

 

Eco Refill Team 
During the last 18 months, pupils at St Margaret Mary’s have coordinated a monthly Pupil 

Profit – Eco-Refill Shop that has been warmly recognised and acknowledged by Mayor Andy 

Burnham and the Pupil Profit Enterprise as being a real success. 

 

This important event coordinated a wide range of 

organisations, companies and local authority 

representatives, linked with sustainability, renewable 

energies and environmental preservation. St Margaret 

Mary’s pupils were invited on to the stage to speak to 

over a thousand people, about their Pupil Profit - Eco 

Refill Project and the implementation of this during the 

last twelve months. Speaking to Bishop John, Mayor 

Andy Burnham and representatives from a variety of 

organisations and industries, committed to reducing 

plastic, conservation and sustainability. The Pupil Profit 

Team received special messages of praise and 

acknowledgement for their successful enterprise. 

 



 

  

St Francis RC Primary School 

Cornerstones 
 
In the Summer term, to honour the passing of Pope Francis and show their 

commitment to continuing his mission, all the children of St Francis were 

invited to make a food/toiletry donation to Cornerstones, a day centre in 

Manchester which supports people experiencing homelessness. St Francis’ 

wonderful Chaplains collected the items and organised the delivery; 

Cornerstones were very appreciative of the donations. 

 

Saint John Henry Newman  Roman Catholic College 

Newman’s school mission; the values of Emmaus CAT; CST; Service; Eucharist and Charity. The students were 

enthused and engaged in delving into their shared responsibility and commitment to the mission of the Church. 

Newman have also set up their very own food pantry, Dawn's Pantry, to help serve their families and wider community 

in times when finances are tough.  

First Aid Training 
Another key event for this half term was a First Aid Training day for the whole of Year 7, where students learnt the 

basics of CPR and how to keep others safe.  

Faith in Action Mass 
Newman were honoured to welcome Bishop John for a Faith in Action Mass on Thursday 3rd July. Bishop John came 

into Newman to celebrate Mass with the 34 Pupil Chaplains who have worked as servant leaders this academic year 

to achieve the Faith in Action Award. The school was honoured to celebrate with them and their families, alongside 

the Bishop and clergy from the Deanery.  

Culture Day 
Finally, this half term Newman will celebrate their first Culture Day as a college, focused on celebrating their diverse 

nature and all of their cultures, heritages and roots. The school are delighted to be spending the last couple of days 

of the academic year celebrating their students through reward days, reward trips, the Summer Concert and end of 

year Masses. Newman hope all the schools, including staff, students and families, have a restful and blessed summer 

break! 

 

 

Faith Formation Day 
Newman Catholic College are really proud of the achievements of this academic year and in 

particular half term 6. This half term Newman Catholic College have focused on their mission 

and as part of this held a Faith Formation Day which consisted of lessons for all students on 



 

  
Welcome 

St Winifred’s RC Primary School, Stockport 
Based in Stockport, St Winifred’s believe that children learn best whilst having fun and 

being actively engaged in a curriculum that is relevant to everyday lives. St Winifred’s teach 

a child-centred, creative curriculum which places Christ at the centre. Spiritual, moral, 

social and cultural education permeates the whole curriculum. The school’s ambition is 

for all children to be happy, confident, caring, knowledgeable and resilient. 

 

God’s Love in Action 

 
 

English Martyrs’ RC Primary School, Stretford 
English Martyrs’ is based in Stretford and the school offers a friendly, nurturing 

environment where every child is challenged to be the best that they can be and to follow 

the example that Jesus gave us. Catholic ethos is evident throughout every stream of 

school life, children are well behaved, and the school community lives the school values of 

faith, respect, growth and working together. 

 

As part of God’s family, we grow together, respect each other and 

challenge ourselves to be the best that we can be 

 
 

Holy Rosary RC Primary School, Oldham 
Holy Rosary has a strong, Catholic ethos, where children are welcomed into the Catholic 

faith and a community that promotes the gospel values in a nurturing environment. 

Religious education is strong with the aim of the school being to reflect the teaching of 

Christ in all that they do. Holy Rosary creates an atmosphere where children learn to 

respect themselves and each other, where they will feel secure and recognise the 

importance of Christ in their lives. 

 

I come that they may have life, and have life to the full 

 

St Herbert’s RC Primary School, Oldham 
St Herbert’s is a thriving Catholic primary school in the heart of Chadderton, Oldham. 

Children at St Herbert’s have access to a broad and balanced curriculum and have the 

opportunity to succeed. St Herbert’s aspire to find the gift in every child and ensure that 

Catholic values underpin all that they do as the develop a child’s faith journey, attitudes 

and behaviours. 

 

Strong in faith, hope and love, for the common good 

 
 

During the Summer term, we have welcomed 

further schools into the Emmaus CAT family.  

 



 

  

St John Fisher RC Primary School, Denton 
Based in Denton, St John Fisher’s school mission and core values are at the heart of 

everything that they do. Love, faith, courage and passion are known by all the children 

and lived every day. The school aims to provide children with memories that they will 

have for a lifetime, equipping them with the skills, confidence and resilience to make a 

difference in the futures.  

 

Come follow me and I will make you fishers of men 

 

 

 



 

  

IN THE SPOTLIGHT… 

SEND 

This term, SENCOs and school leaders have taken 

part in peer SEND reviews across Emmaus CAT 

schools. It has been great to see numerous 

examples of strong practice in our SEND 

provisions. Many parents spoke highly of the 

difference that our schools are making to their 

children’s lives. Thank you to headteachers, 

deputy headteachers, SENCOs and school 

governors for taking part in these important 

reviews, which are helping to improve outcomes 

for our pupils with SEND. 

A big thank you also to the many SENCOs and 

SEND governors who attended this summer’s 

Emmaus CAT SEND Conference which took part 

at Gorton Monastery. The keynote speaker was 

Professor Adam Boddison, former CEO of NASEN, 

who shared his expertise around SEND leadership 

and governance. We are using his guidance to 

strengthen leaders’ and governors’ oversight of 

SEND in and across our schools. 

Institute of Professional Learning Networks 

The final Emmaus CAT Institute of Professional Learning Networking Session took place at Jackson House this 

week. Our Professional Networks are an opportunity for school leaders from across our CAT to come together 

to share best practice, and towards the end of the academic year, plan for 2025/26. These sessions are open 

to colleagues from across the CAT and cover areas which include Headteachers, Chairs of Governors, Deputy 

Heads, DSLs, ECT, SEND, EYFS, Primary Writing, Science and Maths, Secondary Maths, English and Science, 

Behaviour, Attendance and Aspiring Leaders. We also provide the opportunity for SBMs and support staff to 

attend business network meetings covering HR, IT, Estates and Finance. Attendees at the networking sessions 

have commented on how they feel supported in their role and how working collaboratively with other schools 

across the CAT and the central team is having a positive impact. To get involved please take a look at the 

central meeting schedule which has been shared with schools detailing the full dates, or visit the Master Padlet 

or CPD Padlet, alternatively watch out for our fortnightly E-briefings which provide full details of any upcoming 

events. We look forward to you joining us next academic year. 



 

  

 

 

IN THE SPOTLIGHT… 

Emmaus CAT ITT 

Last week we welcomed our new cohort of Emmaus CAT trainees to 

Jackson House as part of their ITT induction. They are looking forward to 

meeting their mentors and settling in across Emmaus CAT schools as part 

of their first placement. Emmaus CAT ITT working in partnership with 

Liverpool Hope University provides an excellent platform for those with a 

passion for education to unlock their teaching potential and learn to teach 

with the North West’s largest Catholic organisation. Our trainees will be 

immersing themselves in the values and traditions of Catholic education 

whilst benefiting from the guidance of seasoned educations, gaining 

practical classroom experience and discovering how to nurture pupils’ 

academic, spiritual and personal growth. We wish them all luck as they 

begin their teaching  journey with Emmaus CAT. 

Recruitment for both primary and secondary trainees will start again in the 

very near future.  

I AM Compliant 

This academic year all Emmaus CAT schools have moved from Every compliance system to I Am Compliant. The 

decision to move to I AM Compliant was based on feedback from schools and value for money, aligning with our 

key estates’ principle of ‘driving value’. In addition, one of the aims of transferring to I Am Compliant is ensuring 

that reporting is strong, and easily accessible to alleviate resource pressures in school.  

We have received some positive feedback from schools using the system including the feedback below: 

 
              The platform has proven to be an invaluable tool in streamlining our compliance processes. Its user-

friendly interface, combined with clear reporting functions, allows us to quickly monitor, track, and 

update key compliance tasks across multiple school sites. The system also provides timely alerts and 

reminders, which are especially helpful in ensuring nothing is missed and that all documentation 

remains up to date. 

Having a centralised and accessible system has significantly improved communication between site teams and 

compliance officers, enabling faster responses to any issues and better overall transparency. 

Overall, it’s made a positive impact on our ability to manage and maintain compliance standards efficiently and 

confidently. Thank you to the team behind its development and support. 

 
I AM Compliant also offers much more than just premises compliance and 

reporting! I AM Compliant has recently launched a sustainability page that 

offers practical support to schools and enable schools to use a template to 

create a personalised Climate Action Plan, which needs to be in place in 

all schools in the Autumn. In addition, there is a whole section of training 

modules, not just focussed on premises and site management. Training 

modules on offer are short and engaging and include: 

Inclusion, soft skills, coaching and career development modules, GDPR, 

life skills and IT (Cybersecurity) 

We look forward to launching additional functionality in the I Am 

Compliant system over the next academic year, including the helpdesk 

function and focussed bulletins. 

 

“ 

 “ 



  

Emmaus CAT continues to demonstrate to the Department for Education 

that we have the capacity within our central team to support schools in our 

footprint. This includes schools in challenging circumstances as well as 

schools who join Emmaus as part of the Diocesan growth plan. We are 

continuing to add new exciting roles to the central team so that we can 

continue in our mission of building a strong flourishing Catholic Academy 

Trust. 

  

Steve Bramhall 
Finance Business Partner 
 

Steve joined Emmaus Catholic Academy Trust in May 2025 from the 

corporate sector where he worked his way through various positions 

culminating in the role of Group Finance Director. Steve graduated 

Manchester Metropolitan University with a BA Hons in Sustainable 

Performance Management before post-graduate studies led him become a 

CIMA qualified accountant with fellowship status. 

Steve is well equipped to support our primary schools as part of the 

Finance Business Partnering team. 

 

Gemma Flynn 
Central Operations Business Manager 
 

Gemma began her career as an accounts officer in the food logistics and 

commercial delivery sector and studied part-time alongside this to 

graduate in 2012 with a degree in Accounting and Finance, before 

transitioning into education in 2014. 

Gemma held her previous post as the School Business Manager in a prep 

school in Salford for 11 years. Her responsibilities included administrative 

and operational leadership, HR and recruitment, governance, regulatory 

compliance and finance. 

Gemma looks forward to working collegially with all schools across the 

CAT, offering support to School Business Managers and their teams in the 

delivery of our aligned mission.  

 

Rebecca Ashworth 
Safeguarding Support Officer 
 

Rebecca joined the Emmaus Central Team in June 2025 as a Safeguarding 

Support Officer. Rebecca is a qualified and registered Social Worker with 

over 20 years’ experience working with children and families in various 

roles. Rebecca has held Designated Safeguarding Lead roles for the past 

10 years. Prior to joining the Emmaus CAT Central Team, Rebecca held a 

lead safeguarding role in a large secondary school within Emmaus CAT for 

two years. 

Rebecca is passionate about safeguarding children and offers particular 

skills in child-centred and relationship-based interventions in schools, 

having developed a keen interest in trauma-informed practice.  

 

Welcome to the Team 
Why is our Central Team growing? 

 

 



  

Anna Malykhina 
Finance Assistant 
 

Anna holds a master’s degree in management and economy which 

provides a solid foundation in finance principles, organisational 

processes and financial reporting. Anna joined Emmaus in June 2025 

with over 15 years professional experience in administrative 

operations, finance, customer service and IT systems management.  

Anna will prove to be an invaluable asset to the Emmaus CAT financial 

transactions team, supporting many of the schools across our CAT. 

 
Michael McGrath 
Estates Operations Manager 
 

Mike Began his career as a multi-skilled technician at a Leading 

International Airport, progressing into senior operations roles 

overseeing safety-critical systems and leading large maintenance 

teams. With over 30 years’ experience in estates and facilities 

management, he has worked across education, commercial and 

infrastructure sectors. 

Mike has served as Site Manager at both a large Catholic Secondary 

school and a Catholic Primary school, leading on statutory 

compliance, planned maintenance, and capital improvement projects. 

Mike also founded a successful maintenance business delivering high-

quality repairs and refurbishments across Greater Manchester. 

 

Sarah Lawless 
Finance Assistant 
 

Sarah joined the Emmaus Central Finance Team in June 2025 as a 

Finance Assistant and has over 20 years’ experience in financial 

operations in banking, commercial and hospitality sectors. 

Sarah holds the Association of Accounting Technicians AAT 

qualification and brings a solid foundation in financial administration 

to the role. 

Again, Sarah will prove to be an invaluable asset to the central 

transactions team and is excited for a new challenge with the 

education sector. 

 

Jodie Urmston 
Office Manager 
 

Jodie began her career in education 8 years ago as an Administrative 

Co-ordinator in a Primary School office, with Jodie’s most recent role 

being that of PA to the Headteacher/CEO in a large secondary school. 

Jodie has experience in a wealth of school administrative and 

business systems including HR and recruitment, attendance, 

admissions, governance and finance.  

 

Jodie has joined the central team as an Office Manager, to support 

the central administration and business team, overseeing the various 

systems in place across the CAT.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

Monday 8th September – Friday 26th September 
Annual Standards Review Meetings 

 

Tuesday 9th September 

• Emmaus CAT Attendance Professional 

Network 

• Chair of Governors Professional Network 

 

Thursday 11th September 
Emmaus CAT Governors CPD; Exclusions and 

Suspension 

 

Friday 12th September 
Lab School online training 

 

Tuesday 16th September 
Emmaus CAT DSL Professional Learning Network 

 

Thursday 18th September 
Emmaus CAT Governors CPD; Safeguarding 

 

Tuesday 23rd September 

• PTI Writing Network 

• Primary and Secondary Headteachers Update 

 

Wednesday 24th September 

• PTI Art Network 

• Emmaus CAT Aspiring Pastoral Leads 

Professional Network 

 

Thursday 25th September 
Emmaus CAT Transition Development Board 

 

Tuesday 30th September 
Emmaus CAT Personal Development Professional 

Network 

 

 

 

Wednesday 1st October 
Emmaus CAT ECT Professional Network (Laudato Si 

Centre) 

 

Thursday 2nd October 
Emmaus CAT Reading Development Board 

 

Monday 6th October – Friday 24th October 
Local Governing Body Meeting window 

 

Tuesday 7th October 
Emmaus CAT Behaviour Professional Network 

 

Wednesday 8th October 
Emmaus CAT EYFS Professional Network 

 

Tuesday 14th October 
Emmaus CAT English Professional Network 

 

Wednesday 15th October 

• Emmaus CAT SEND Conference 

• Emmaus CAT Safer Recruitment Training 

• Emmaus CAT Primary Maths Professional 

Network 

• Emmaus CAT HR/People and Culture 

Professional Network 

 

Thursday 16th October 

• Emmaus CAT Pedagogy Development Board 

• Emmaus CAT DSL CPD 

 

Friday 17th October 
Emmaus CAT Secondary Science Professional Network  

 

For further information or to reserve your place 

please email admin@emmauscat.com 
 

 

Autumn Term Key Dates 
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Emmaus Catholic Academy Trust 

Jackson House, Sibson Road, Sale, M33 7RR 

 

0161 470 5114 
 
CSEL/CEO – Daniel Copley   CEO@emmauscat.com 

Chair of Directors – Catherine Anderson   chair@emmauscat.com 
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Finally, a thank you! 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to pass on 

our heartfelt thanks and gratitude to colleagues 

from across Emmaus who have taken the 

decision to retire at the end of this academic 

year. 

 

Their dedication, commitment and tireless 

contribution to Catholic education has played an 

essential role in ensuring that the children in our 

schools receive the very best Catholic education 

and formation, helping to rebuild the Church for 

future generations. 

 

As we say good bye we thank you for your service 

and dedication to Catholic education in the 

Diocese of Salford and wish you a happy and 

peaceful retirement. 

 

Thank you and God bless. 
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